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Elgon among the Bagishu, a cannibal tribe. This section is, in the main, a new 
contribution to our knowledge of Africa. The book will have a worthy place 
in the literature of the east central part of the continent. 

Sunset Play Grounds. Fishing Days and Others in California and Canada. 

By F. G. Aflalo. xii and 251 pp., many Photo-Engravings, and Index. 

Witherby & Co., London, 1909. 7s 6d. 
The author is a British authority on sport, a devotee of fishing, a lover of 
scenery, and an insatiable vacation traveller. His books are many; and the 
present volume will be especially helpful to anglers for he is a master of the 
fishing art, has had large experience in strange and distant waters, discusses 
local conditions, and sums up the expense. He went to California, by a cir- 
cuitous route, especially to catch tuna at Catalina Island off the coast. This 
enormous game did not materialize, but Catalina is a paradise for sea fishing 
and the author had fine sport with sea bass, yellowtail, and albacore. He also 
tried his skill in Lake Tahoe and a number of Canadian lakes. Much of his 
book is given to the places he visited from Barbados and Panama to the Yose- 
mite Valley, the Canadian Rockies and prairies, Niagara and the St. Lawrence. 
He bubbles over with humor and there are one or two smiles to every page.. In 
Seattle, he says, the Carnegie library contains 100,000 volumes, "including works 
by myself, Shakespeare, and Mr. Bernard Shaw." In his many comments on 
our country and people, he stretches the truth a little for purposes of fun or 
sarcasm ; but what -he says about fishing may be absolutely relied upon. 

Die Entwicklung der Kontinente und ihrer Lebewelt. Ein Beitrag 
zur vergleichenden Erdeschichte. Von Dr. Theodor Arldt, Oberlehrer an 
der Realschule in Radeberg. Mit 17 Figuren und 23 Karten. Leipzig, Wil- 
helm Engelmann, 1907. 

Palaeogeography is a very young science, and can hardly be said to date back 
farther, in fact, than Neumayr's treatise, of 1885, on the Jurassic formations. So 
far it has received rather one-sided treatment because it was based exclusively 
on marine life regardless of the testimony of the lands. It is this vacancy which 
the author wants to fill by his comparative history of the earth, and more espe- 
cially of the continents. As the book is a first attempt in this line, some space 
is devoted also to an explanation of the methods of palaeogeography, with an 
examination of their specific values. Each one, if used exclusively, can lead to 
but imperfect results. Comparisons of the geological formations are naturally 
limited to what erosion has left over for us, but cannot ascertain their original 
extent; that of palaeontology is insufficient through the incompleteness of the 
fossil remains; plant and animal geography only allow us to guess the approxi- 
mate distribution of land and water in former ages, but never to define old 
coast lines or even the outlines of continental shelves. It is only by a combina- 
tion of the four sources of records that anything like accuracy can be obtained, 
and therefore the author refuses to accept as a fact any deduction that is not 
based on at least several, if not all, of the classes of testimony named. 

After this explanation of his method, the author offers in the two main parts 
of the book, first, a geological history of the organisms by realms and classes, 
and of the old continents and oceans, followed by discussions of the laws and 
processes which determined their evolution; secondly, a geological history of 
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the earth by periods, with a comparative review of the continents, plants, and 
animals, of each. An adequate review of the book would require the combined 
efforts of a geologist, biologist, palaeontologist, physicist, astronomer, chemist, 
and others. The geographer-geologist ought to be recommended especially to 
the study of the "cycles" in earth history which the author wishes to establish. 
He finds that there is a regular repetition, in the history of the land, of marine 
transgression, mountain upheaval, vulcanism, and glaciation, iriz: (i) A 
cenozoic-mesozoic cycle: Diluvial ice age — eruptions of basalts, trachytes, pho- 
nolites — formation of the Alpine system — mesozoic transgression. (2) Young- 
palaeozoic cycle: Permian ice age — eruptions of porphyries, etc. — formation of 
the Hercynian system — Devonian transgression. (3) Middle palaeozoic cycle: 
Devonian ice age — eruption of diabases — formation of the Caledonian system — 
upper Silurian transgression. (4) Old Palaeozoic cycle: Silurian ice age — erup- 
tion of diabases — formation of the Brazilian system — Cambrian transgression. 
(5) Algonkian cycle: Precambrian ice age — eruption of diabases — formation of 
Hebrides system — lower Algonkian transgression, etc. 

These cycles seem to be proven, from the Middle Devonian up, and probably 
for the earlier periods. Thus, the author asserts, our present knowledge of earth 
history is perfectly sufficient to establish rational and continuous processes of 
development in obedience to general laws. In spite of great changes in the 
arrangement of the continents on the globe there are nowhere indications of 
great catastrophes, only of continuous progress, not always in a straight line, 
indeed, but always with a positive net result in the end. One may well say, in 
the author's own words, that, no matter whether his theories are right or wrong, 
they are at least possible, and it will certainly require not a little work to im- 
prove on them. 

A bibliography of 304 numbers, complete indices of authors, animals and 
plants, places and subjects, and 23 maps, make the book a treasury of palaeo- 
geographic references even for those who are not particularly interested in 
the subject as a whole. One familiar with the problems of the profession can- 
not help wondering how a comparatively young German high school teacher 
ever found the time to write it. Martha Krug Genthe. 

Ein unerschlossenes Kulturland. Neuquen und Rio Negro, Argentina. 
Von W. Vallentin. vi and 229 pp., and 74 Illustrations. Hermann Paetel, 
Berlin, 1907. M. 3. 

Vallentin's book is political rather than geographical. He desires to promote 
the formation of German colonies among the eastern, Argentine valleys of the 
Andes, between the 36th and 42nd parallels, that German ideals, language and 
customs may be preserved out of the Fatherland as well as in it, and that an- 
other market may be made for German wares. 

Dr. Vallentin rode through the southern half of the region referred to, a few 
years since, and devotes two-thirds of his book to a charming, readable account 
of this journey. His style is easy and very vivid, calling before the reader's 
mind the dreary eastern pampas that must be traversed before the foothills are 
reached, where "splendid dark foliage rises from the carpet of lighter colored 
grass. Out of the blue-black ravines peeps the moist green of shrub and bush, 
and between grey, moss-grown ledges flash the clear waters of the mountain 
torrent. Everywhere, in clefts and hollows, on slopes and in valleys a luxuriant 



